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@ Power management units for computer systems. 

(Zf\ A power management unit is provided that 
^ includes a plurality of configuration registers 
for storing configuration information to set vari- 
ous operational parameters of the power man- 
agement unit A program regteterls mapped 
within the configuration space of the computer 
system and is utBized to store a value which sets 
the I/O address of the index register. The prog- 
ram register is written during the initialization of 
the power management unit, and may be as- 
sociated with a predetermined default value. 
Once the program register has been set with a 
value indicating the I/O address of the index 
reaister. accesses to the configuration registers 
are achieved by first writing an offsetvalue I to 
the index register. Subsequently, configuration 
data may be written into or read out of a 
designated configuration register by executing 
an appropriate cycle to the address of the con- 
figuration data register, which may be mapped 
one word location beyond that of the index 
register. As a result of the programmable index 
roister, the addresses of the index .register and 
the configuration data register within foe I/O 
space of the computer system may be specified 
I via software, thus allowing the system designer 
greater flexibility with respect to the selection of 
other peripheral devices incorporated within 
the computer system. 
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This invention relates to computer systems and 
more particularly to power management units includ- 
ing internal configuration registers. 

Peripheral devices within computer systems typ- 
ically include a plurality of so-called "configuration" 
registers. The configuration registers within a partic- 
ular peripheral device are provided to store configur- 
ation data that controls user programmable operating 
parameters of the device. For example, configuration 
registers may be utilized within DMA (direct memory 
access) controllers to control the direction of a pend- 
ing data transfer (i.e., memory-to-l/O or l/O-to-mem- 
ory), the number of bytes to be transferred, and so on. 
Similarly, configuration registers may be utilized 
within timers to set programmable time periods and 
within interrupt controllers to set the priority and/or 
masking of various interrupt sources, among other 
things. 

The configuration registers of a particular periph- 
eral device are typically accessed by the host proces- 
sor by first writing an offset value to an index register 
having a predetermined address within the I/O space. 
The offset value designates the particular configura- 
tion register being written or read. For example, an 
offset value comprised of 8-bits may be used to select 
any one of up to 256 different configuration registers. 
To actually write configuration data into the designat- 
ed configuration register (pointed to by the off-set val- 
ue of the index register), an I/O write cycle is executed 
to an address location referred to as "configuration 
data register" location which is typically one word lo- 
cation beyond that of the index register. This causes 
the physical configuration register pointed to by the 
offset value of the index register to be written. Read 
operations to a designated configuration register are 
accomplished in a similar manner. By employing such 
an indexing technique, a plurality of configuration reg- 
isters within the peripheral device may be selectively 
written or read while occupying, for example, only two 
word locations within the I/O addressable space of 
the computer system. 

Power management units typically employ a plur- 
ality of configuration registers to control power man- 
agement modes, time-outvalues, and the like. Within 
a typical system, the configuration registers of the 
power management unit are accessed by employing 
an indexing scheme similar to that described above. 
A problem results, however, if the index register ad- 
dress and the corresponding configuration data reg- 
ister address have I/O address values that conflict 
with the I/O mapping of other peripheral devices de- 
sired for employment within the computer system. If 
such a situation arises, either the power management 
unit or the conflicting peripheral device must be re- 
moved from the system. This limits the overall flexi- 
bility of the computer system. 

The problems outlined above are in large part 
solved by a power management unit to be described 



herein and including a programmable index register 
for accessing configuration registers. In one embodi- 
ment, a power management unit includes a plurality 
of configuration registers for storing configuration in- 

5 formation to set various operational parameters of the 
power management unit, such as clock control and 
power control parameters. A program register is map- 
ped within the configuration space of the computer 
system and is utilized to store a value which sets the 

10 I/O address of the index register. The program regis- 
ter is written during the initialization of the power man- 
agement unit, and may be associated with a predeter- 
mined default value. Once the program register has 
been set with a value indicating the I/O address of the 

15 index register, accesses to the configuration registers 
are achieved by first writing an offset value to the in- 
dex register. Subsequently, configuration data may 
be written into or read out of a designated configura- 
tion register by executing an appropriate cycle to the 

20 address of the configuration data register, which may 
be mapped one word location beyond that of the index 
register. As a result of the programmable index regis- 
ter, the addresses of the index register and the con- 
figuration data register within the I/O space of the 

25 computer system may be specified via software, thus 
allowing the system designer greater flexibility with 
respect to the selection of other peripheral devices in- 
corporated within the computer system. 

Broadly speaking, we shall describe a power 

30 management unit for a computer system comprising 
a plurality of configuration registers capable of storing 
configuration information for setting a mode of oper- 
ation of the power management unit. The power man- 
agement unit further comprises an index decoder 

35 coupled to each of the configuration registers for ena- 
bling one of the configuration registers, and an index 
register coupled to the index decoder and capable of 
storing an index value that controls which of the con- 
figuration registers is enabled by the index decoder. 

40 The power management unit finally comprises a pro- 
gram register capable of storing a value that sets an 
address location of the index register, and a control 
unit coupled to the program register and to the index 
register. The control unit is capable of causing an in- 

45 dex value to be latched within the index register in re- 
sponse to a write cycle to the address location of the 
index register. 

We shall also describe a computer system com- 
prising a processing unit, a system bus coupled to the 

so processing unit, and a power management unit cou- 
pled to the system bus. The power management unit 
includes a plurality of configuration registers capable 
of storing configuration information for setting a mode 
of operation of the power management unit, an index 

55 decoder coupled to each of the configuration regis- 
ters for enabling one of the configuration registers, 
and an index register coupled to the index decoder 
and capable of storing an index value that controls 
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which of the configuration registers is enabled by the 
index decoder. The power management unit addition- 
ally includes a program register capable of storing a 
value that sets an address location of the index reg- 
ister, and a control unit coupled to the program regis- 
ter and to the index register. The control unit is capa- 
ble of causing an index value to be latched within the 
index register in response to a write cycle to the ad- 
dress location of the index register. 

Finally, we shall describe a method for accessing 
a plurality of configuration registers within a power 
management unit of a computer system comprising 
the steps of storing a value within a program register 
that sets an address location of an index register, stor- 
ing an index value within the index register by execut- 
ing a write cycle to the address location of the index 
register, and enabling one of the plurality of configur- 
ation registers according to the index value. The 
method comprises the final step of writing configura- 
tion data into the one of the plurality of configuration 
registers. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent upon reading the following de- 
tailed description and upon reference to the accom- 
panying drawings in which, by way of example only: 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of a computer system 
employing a power management unit including a pro- 
grammable index register for accessing configuration 
registers in accordance with the present invention. 

Figure 2 is a diagram illustrating the configura- 
tion and I/O space of a computer system employing a 
power management unit according to the present in- 
vention. 

While the invention is susceptible to various mod- 
ifications and alternative forms, specific embodi- 
ments thereof are shown by way of example in the 
drawings and will herein be described in detail. It 
should be understood, however, that the drawings 
and detailed description thereto are not intended to 
limit the invention to the particular form disclosed, but 
on the contrary, the intention is to cover all modifica- 
tions, equivalents and alternatives falling within the 
scope of the appended claims. 

Referring now to the drawings, Figure 1 is a block 
diagram of a computer system 100 including a micro- 
processor (CPU) 102 coupled to a power manage- 
ment unit 104 via a system bus 106. Microprocessor 
102 is a data processing unit that implements a pre- 
determined instruction set Exemplary processing 
units Include the models 80386 and 80486 micropro- 
cessors, among others. System bus 106 is illustrative 
of, for example, a PCI local bus. It is understood, how- 
ever, that other bus standards such as the ISA or EISA 
bus standards could be alternatively employed. 

Generally speaking, power management unit 104 
is provided for managing the power within computer 
system 100. Power management unit 104 includes a 
system monitor 1 06 capable of monitoring a variety of 



system activities such as keyboard activities, bus ac- 
tivities, and interrupt activities. A power management 
control unit 1 08 is coupled to system monitor 1 06 and 
generates a set of power control and dock control sig- 

5 nals at lines 110 and 111. The clock control signals 
control the generation and frequencies of, for exam- 
ple, a CPU clock signal and a system clock signal. The 
power control signals are utilized to control the appli- 
cation of power to various peripheral devices (not 

10 shown). Exemplary implementations of system mon- 
itor 106 and power management control unit 108 are 
described, for example in our U.S. Patent No. 
5,167,024, and in our copending European applica- 
tion Serial No. based on US 

ts application 08/223,984 (our ref. PCCS/TT0319/SMP) 
and being filed concurrently herewith. These docu- 
ments are incorporated herein by reference in their 
entirety. 

Power management unit 104 further includes a 

20 configuration registers unit 120 coupled to power 
management control unit 108, and a control unit 122 
coupled to system bus 106. A program register 124 
and an index register 126 are further coupled to sys- 
tem bus 106. An index decoder 128 is finally shown 

25 coupled to configuration registers unit 120. 

Configuration registers unit 120 comprises a plur- 
ality of configuration registers 120A-120H for storing 
configuration information that controls the operation 
of power management control unit 1 08. It is noted that 

30 certain ones of the configuration registers 120A- 
120H may further be used to store information indi- 
cative of the status of power management control unit 
108. For example, the configuration registers 120A- 
120H may be written with configuration information 

35 that controls the response of power management 
control unit 108 to selected system activities as de- 
tected by system monitor 106. The configuration in- 
formation may further control which peripheral devic- 
es (not shown) are powered down during a particular 

40 power management mode, and may control the fre- 
quencies of selected clock signals during a particular 
management mode. The configuration information 
may also control certain time-out values associated 
with the power management control unit 108, such as 

45 a time-out value that controls the entrance of a power 
reduction mode when no system activities are detect- 
ed. The configuration registers may finally store sta- 
tus information such as, for example, the current 
mode of power management control unit 108. 
so Program register 124 is mapped at a predeter- 

mined location within the configuration space of com- 
puter system 100 and is provided to store a parameter 
that sets the address value of index register 1 26 with- 
in the I/O space of computer system 100. During ini- 

55 tialization of computer system 100, the system pro- 
grammer may write a desired address value for index 
register 126 into program register 124. This is accom- 
plished by executing a write cycle to the predeter- 
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mined address of the configuration space to which 
program register 124 is mapped. As a result of such 
a cycle, the IDSEL signal to power management unit 
104 is driven on system bus 106 along with the cor- 
responding address and control signals. Control unit 
122 responsively provides a latching enable signal to 
program register 124 that causes the index address 
value on the data lines of system bus 106 to be latch- 
ed within program register 124. 

Index register 126 is provided for storing an index 
value which controls the particular configuration reg- 
ister 120A-120H to which index decoder 128 points. 
The index register 126 may be written with an index 
value by executing an I/O write cycle to the address 
location as specified by the value within program reg- 
ister 124. In response to such an I/O write cycle, con- 
trol unit 122 provides a latching enable signal to the 
index register 126 which causes the index value driv- 
en on data lines of system bus 106 to be latched within 
index register 126. Index decoder 128 is a decoding 
circuit that decodes the index value of index register 
128 and accordingly asserts an enable signal at one 
of the lines 140A-140H coupled to separate enable in- 
puts of configuration registers 120A-120H. Once a 
desired index value has been stored within the index 
register 126, the particular configuration register 
120A-120H pointed to by index decoder 128 (i.e., the 
enabled configuration register) may be written with 
configuration data by executing an I/O write cycle to 
an address location one word beyond that of the ad- 
dress of index register 126. In response to such an I/O 
write cycle, control unit 122 asserts a write enable sig- 
nal at line 142 which causes the configuration data 
from system bus 106 to be stored within the designat- 
ed configuration register 120A-120H. Similar I/O read 
cycles may be executed to cause control unit 122 to 
enable (via line 144) the output of a designated con- 
figuration register unit 1 20A-1 20H to thereby read the 
status of the configuration register. 

Figure 2 is a diagram that illustrates a portion of 
the configuration space 202 and I/O space 204 of 
computer system 100. As illustrated within the figure, 
program register 124 is mapped to a predetermined 
location within the configuration space of computer 
system 100. In the illustrated example, a value of 40 
hexadecimal is stored within program register 124. 
Thus, this sets the I/O address of index register 126, 
along with the corresponding address of the config- 
uration data register. That is, accesses to index reg- 
ister 126 must be made to the I/O address of 40h, 
while accesses to the configuration data register 
must be made to the I/O address of 42h. Once the val- 
ue 40h is stored within program register 124, an I/O 
write cycle to the I/O location of 40h results in the stor- 
age of an index value within index register 126. A sub- 
sequent I/O write cycle to the address location 42h 
may then be executed to write configuration data to 
the particular configuration register 120A-120H point- 



ed to by the index value. Status information may be 
read from configuration registers 120A-120H in a 
similar manner. By providing program register 124, 
the address of the index register 126 and the corre- 

5 sponding configuration data register (which in this 
embodiment is always one word location beyond the 
specified address of the index register) may be pro- 
grammed by the user, thus allowing the system pro- 
grammer to avoid conflicts with other I/O peripheral 

10 devices which occupy predetermined I/O address lo- 
cations. 

It is noted that while the "configuration data reg- 
ister" address as mapped within the computer system 
100 is located one word location beyond that of the 

15 programmed address of index register 126, the con- 
figuration data register location could be provided at 
any offset relative to the index register. Furthermore, 
although program register 124 is mapped within the 
configuration space of computer system 1 00, it is pos- 

20 sible to map program register 124 within the memory 
or I/O space of computer system 100. 

It is additionally noted that computer aided design 
tools may be employed to reduce control unit 122 to 
a sequential logic circuit. Exemplary computer-aided 

25 design tools include the behavioral language Verilog 
as well as the VHSIC hardware description language. 

Numerous variations and modifications will be- 
come apparent to those skilled in the art once the 
above disclosure is fully appreciated. For example, it 

30 is understood that any number of configuration regis- 
ters could be provided within the power management 
unit It is intended that the following claims be inter- 
preted to embrace all such variations and modifica- 
tions. 

35 

Claims 

1 . A power management unit for a computer system 
40 comprising: 

a plurality of configuration registers capa- 
ble of storing configuration information for setting 
a mode of operation of said power management 
unit; 

45 an index decoder coupled to each of said 

plurality of configuration registers for enabling 
one of said plurality of configuration registers; 

an index register coupled to said index de- 
coder and capable of storing an index value that 

so controls which of said one of said plurality of con- 

figuration registers is enabled by said index de- 
coder; 

a program register capable of storing a val- 
ue that sets an address location of said index reg- 
55 ister; and 

a control unit coupled to said program reg- 
ister and to said index register, wherein said con- 
trol unit is capable of causing an index value to be 
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latched within said index register in response to 
a write cycle to said address location of said index 
register. 

2. The power management unit as recited in Claim 
1 wherein said program register is mapped within 
a configuration space of said computer system. 

3. The power management unit as recited in Claim 
1 wherein said index register is mapped within an 
I/O space of said computer system. 

4. The power management unit as recited in Claim 
1 wherein said control unit is further capable of 
causing configuration data to be latched within 
said one of said plurality of configuration regis- 
ters in response to a write cycle to a configuration 
data register location. 

5. The power management unit as recited in Claim 
1 further comprising a power management con- 
trol unit coupled to said plurality of configuration 
registers, wherein said power management con- 
trol unit includes a plurality of dock control lines 
for controlling frequencies of a system dock sig- 
nal and a CPU dock signal. 

6. The power management unit as redted in Claim 
5 further comprising a system monitor coupled to 
said power management control unit, wherein 
said system monitor is capable of detecting an oc- 
currence of a selected system activity. 

7. The power management unit as redted in Claim 
1 wherein said control unit is further capable of 
asserting a latching enable signal to said program 
register. 

8. A computer system comprising: 

a processing unit; 

a system bus coupled to said processing 
unit; and 

a power management unit coupled to said 
system bus, 

wherein said power management 

unit indudes: 

a plurality of configuration registers 
capable of storing configuration information for 
setting a mode of operation of said power man- 
agement unit; 

an index decoder coupled to each 
of said plurality of configuration registers for ena- 
bling one of said plurality of configuration regis- 
ters; 

an index register coupled to said in- 
dex decoder and capable of storing an index val- 
ue that controls which of said one of said plurality 
of configuration registers is enabled by said index 



decoder, 

a program register capable of stor- 
ing a value that sets an address location of said 
index register and 

5 a control unit coupled to said pro- 

gram register and to said index register, wherein 
said control unit is capable of causing an index 
value to be latched within said index register in re- 
sponse to a write cyde to said address location 

w of said index register. 

9. The computer system as recited in Claim 8 
wherein said program register is mapped within a 
configuration space of said computer system. 

15 

10. The computer system as recited in Claim 8 
wherein said index register is mapped within an 
I/O space of said computer system. 

20 11. The computer system as redted in Claim 8 
wherein said control unit is further capable of 
causing configuration data to be latched within 
said one of said plurality of configuration regis- 
ters in response to a write cycle to a configuration 

25 data register location. 

12. The computer system as recited in Claim 8 
wherein said power management unit further 
comprises a power management control unit cou- 

30 pled to said plurality of configuration registers, 

wherein said power management control unit in- 
cludes a plurality of dock control lines for control- 
ling the frequencies of a system dock signal and 
a CPU dock signal. 

35 

13. The computer system as recited in Claim 12 
wherein said power management unit further 
comprises a system monitor coupled to said pow- 
er management control unit, wherein said system 

40 monitor is capable of detecting an occurrence of 

a selected system activity. 

14. The computer system as recited in Claim 8 
wherein said control unit is further capable of as- 

45 sorting a latching enable signal to said program 

register. 

15. A method for accessing a plurality of configura- 
tion registers within a power management unit of 

50 a computer system comprising the steps of: 

storing a value within a program register 
that sets an address location of an index register; 

storing an index value within said index 
register by executing a write cyde to said address 
55 location of said index register, 

enabling one of said plurality of configura- 
tion registers according to said index value; and 
writing configuration data into said one of 

5 
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said plurality of configuration registers. 

16. The method for accessing a plurality of configur- 
ation registers within a power management unit 

as recited in Claim 1 5 wherein said step of storing 5 
a value within said program register includes the 
step of executing a write cycle within a configur- 
ation address space of said computer system. 

17. The method for accessing a plurality of conf igur- 1 o 
ation registers within a power management unit 

as recited in Claim 1 6 wherein said step of storing 
an index value within said index register includes 
the step of executing a write cycle within an I/O 
address space of said computer system. 15 
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